Extracellular vesicles as new players in angiogenesis.
Growing evidence suggests that small vesicles actively released from cells may encapsulate transcriptional regulators and RNA molecules. Their ability to interact with neighbouring cells and/or with distant cells through biological fluids, makes them a medium through which intercellular exchange of information can happen. Recently, membrane vesicles, which include exosomes and microvesicles, gained a place amongst the vast group of angiogenic mediators. In the present review we discuss the potential relevance of these vesicles in physiological and pathological situations of angiogenesis as well as their mechanism of action.